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A

“What do you think about the coverage of 
underrepresented groups / different cultures 

on campus in campus media outlets?” Q

“I don’t think we do a bad job, but I do think we could 
do a better job of addressing the issues and concerns 
of the entire SU community.  When Medley [Maga-
zine] came out last semester, it became obvious to me 
that students were hungry for this kind of thing.  I 
think that if other student publications followed their 
example, they would see an increased audience for 
their publication.”
- Elaine Granger, Assoc. Director of Student Ser-
vices, The Slutsker Center for International Servic-
es, advisor for Medley Magazine 

“When I first got here, I remember reading the DO and thinking it did 
a great job of making us [the freshmen class] feel like we were welcome 
here, telling us about all the events and other fun things open to us.  I 
still read the DO, but a lot of my friends don’t, not because they don’t like 
it but because they aren’t interested in a lot of the things that get talked 
about.  I think it would be great if they [SU student publications] had 
more stuff important to different cultures.  I especially think they could 
include more about all the events and projects different groups on cam-
pus are doing.  There are so many groups here, but I feel like a lot of times 
I don’t know about them because I have no way to find out.”
- Pauline Mang, freshmen, an international student from Hong Kong 

“I think the only time minority issues 
are addressed in student publications 
are when they are presented in publi-
cations labeled as  “minority.” It isn’t so 
much that student publications do not 
want to cover such issues; it runs more 
along the lines that they don’t see such 
issues as pertinent to student interest. 
Its a sad truth, but it’s easier to forget 
and move on from minority issues and 
conflict than it is to face and find solu-
tions from them.”
-Dylan Fairchild, junior public rela-
tions/sociology 

“Mainstream publications on campus, such as The Daily 
Orange, The Student Voice and Jerk, do not address is-
sues about people of color  very often. With Jerk and 
music magazines on campus, it is  understandable that 
they would not write about people of color because 
their target demographic does not usually include black, 
Asian, Native  American or Hispanic people. 
 However, the Daily Orange is supposed to be the news-
paper for ALL SU students on campus. When was the 
last time you saw an article about  the Office of Multicul-
tural Affairs in the D.O? I read it everyday and  when-
ever there is an article pertaining to race it comes out 
a week or  two after the incident happen For example, 
University of Maryland noose incident; last year when 

my friend Aaisha Haykel and BV’s news editor, was 
called the ‘n’ word) 
One can tell that Syracuse’s campus is amazingly seg-
regated because  every minority group has their own 
publication except for Native  Americans. They need to 
make a publication too! And these  publications did not 
come about because student leaders of color  thought it 
would simply be a ‘great’ idea-- these publications came  
into existence because the D.O and Syracuse Universi-
ty’s general student population neglect to discuss issues 
concerning people of color.” 
-Bernette Pearson, junior magazine/political science 
major, The Black Voice, staff writer and former man-
aging editor, 360 Degrees, co-managing editor 

“First off, I don’t like to use the word 
minority.  But when you’re  talking 
about issues that matter to people of 
color and other traditionally under-
represented groups it seems that we 
are in fact, the minority.  Media cov-
erage of our issues on campus is just 
like it  is in real life, pretty much non-
existent. The only time we’re deemed 
worthy enough to make it to the news 
is when we’re fulfilling some stereo-

type (usually negative), and even that 
coverage is still limited.  That’s why 
publications like The Black Voice, La 
Voz and Tradewinds Magazine are 
so important.  The Daily Orange has 
yet to cover the Jena 6 story or Megan 
Williams.  The Black Voice, which only  
comes out bi-monthly, will cover both 
of these stories in our first issue.” 
-Timeka Williams, sophomore in-
ternational relations/magazine 

“I rarely read campus publications, but 
from the few that I have read, I noticed 
that there are virtually no articles deal-
ing with issues that affect the Asians on 
campus. I am not sure why this is the 
case, but I suppose it can in a way be 
a reflection of the segregation of  dif-
ferent ethnic groups within Syracuse 
University. I am sorry but I can’t offer 
a concrete reason as in why this is the 
case.”
-Kai H. Ya, Junior Biochemistry Ma-
jor 

Compiled by Shavon Greene 
and Katie Laurentiev



4

ON THE EDGE
OF INJURY

SU FOOTBALL PLAYERS RISK SERIOUS INJURY 
ON EVERY PLAY, BUT THEY SAY THE VIOLENCE 
IS JUST PART OF THE GAME THEY LOVE.

BY ELANA ZAK

Last year, Derek Hrinya was just an eager freshman in the 
Orange’s football training camp, trying to get the coaches to notice him. 
During one practice, in an attempt to impress his coaches, the defensive 
free safety from Warwick, N.Y. ran toward his opponent, lowered his 
eyes to the ground right before the hit and heard a popping sound. 

After that, everything 
went black.  

When Hrinya 
opened his eyes a few 
seconds later, a teammate 
was standing above him, 
calling for help. Hrinya 
realized he couldn’t feel 
his body.

“I was like aware of everything going on around me, but I was 
paralyzed,” he said.  “I couldn’t move. It was the scariest thing ever.”

Hrinya regained feeling in his body, but he had suffered the 
worst type of concussion. The communications and rhetorical studies 
major didn’t let that stop him. The drive to continue participating in 
the game he had played since he was nine-years-old led him back 
onto the field within a month of his injury. Hrinya said he lied to his 
coaches, telling them he felt better than he did so they would let him 
play again.

“I always wanted to keep playing. I don’t really shy away from 
that stuff. I expect it kind of. It happens to everybody at least once so 
I don’t think about it that much,” Hrinya said. “I thought about not 
playing for 2 seconds and then I was like, ‘Just get back out there.’”

The tragic accident involving Buffalo Bills Kevin Everett has 
brought football injuries back into the spotlight. Everett, a tight end for 
the Bills, incurred damage to his spine in the Sept. 9 game against the 
Denver Broncos. Everett suffered this injury after he struck his helmet 
against the shoulder pad of a Broncos player he was trying to tackle. 
While it was first reported that Everett would be paralysed, he has since 
improved and can now his arms and legs. It is not known if he will ever 
be able to walk again.

High school and college level football injuries have decreased 
over the last 30 years. In 2006, there were 10 spinal cord injuries, 
according to the the National Center for Catastrophic Sports Injury 
Research’s Annual Survey of Catastrophic Football Injuries Web page. 
Eight of these injuries were suffered by high school students, the 
remaining two occurred at the college level. In 2005, there were only 3, 

all at the high school level.
 Part of why the numbers are so low is because in 1977 the 

National Collegiate Athletic Association funded the First Annual Survey 
of Catastrophic Football Injuries. In the 1960s and 1970s, high school 
and college level football spinal injuries were increasing. According 
to the Web site, the “primary purpose of the research was and is to 
make the game of football a safer sport.” Due to these studies, coaches 
and trainers have changed the rules of football, especially regarding 
tackling and the defensive line.

Injuries are a part of any collision game, according to Tim Neal, 
the assistant director for sports medicine at Syracuse University. He 
said that by the time players get to the college level, they normally have 
already developed good technique and know how to protect themselves 
against injuries, in part because of the coaching they have received.

“I think that the coaching techniques during the developmental 
stage are much better. I think that the players of today are much better 
conditioned and strengthened in proper technique than in the past,” 
he said.

Dowayne Davis, a strong safety and cornerback for the Orange, 
said violence and injury is just part of the game. He said he would play 
through any injuries, as long as they weren’t too severe.

“You have to embrace that part of the game. That’s why you 
play football and not soccer or baseball. Being violent is a part of the 
game,” he said. “You know that you’re gonna get injured, that you’re 
gonna get hurt. But if you can still play and in your heart you still love 
it, you’re gonna play. No matter what anybody tells you, you’re gonna 
still wanna play. And it’s 
hard to stop playing this 
game because it’s just 
a love that you have to 
have.”

When Hrinya 
heard about Everett’s 
injuries, he said it 
reminded him of his 
actions last year.

“I definitely did think to myself, wow, what an idiot I was for 
coming back from the first one the way that I did, with the mentality I 
had that I was invincible and that I’m not going to get hurt,” he said. “I 

“The adrenaline rush when you’re out 
on the field and you make that hit, I can’t 
even put it into words for you. It’s almost 
like a drug and you get addicted to it.”

- SU FRESHMAN DEREK HRINYA

“(When you) make a big hit you’re gonna 
get pumped up and want to do it again. 
The fans don’t get hyped when you make 
a regular tackle. They get hyped when you 
knock somebody out.”
 - SU SENIOR DOWAYNE DAVIS

continues on next page
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Top Left: Brandon Gilbeaux, a sophomore 
defensive end, went down, holding his 
shoulder in Saturday’s game against Il-
linois. The Syracuse training staff quickly 
arrived to check on Gilbeaux.

Top Right: Head Coach Greg Robinson 
leans in to check out his injured player as 
the training staff continues to check out the 
injured player.

Left: After making sure the sophomore was 
healthy, the training staff helps Gilbeaux 
back to his feet. He would return to the 
game, a 41-20 loss for the Orange

THE TRAINING STAFF: 
FOOTBALL’S FIRST 

RESPONDERS
Photos by Rachel Fus

saw myself in that and how bad things could’ve gone.” 
After his first concussion, Hrinya suffered 

another, slightly less serious concussion. Doctors said he 
could still play football, but a third concussion and he was 
out. After his second injury, Hrinya started researching 
football players and injuries. He was shocked when he 
found out the statistics. 

Out of all the positions, 35.3 percent of 
catastrophic injuries occur to the defensive back, 
according to the 2006 Annual Survey of Catastrophic 
Football Injuries. The research also stated the 39.4 
percent of injuries occur during tackles. Seeing the 
numbers changed the way Hrinya viewed the game.

“Last year, I was willing to pay any price. I didn’t 
care what was going to happen to me,” Hrinya said. “I 
was just ready to hit anything that was moving that had 
a different color jersey than me. There was no price too 
great for me. I just wanted to play.

“I had to step back and really take everything 

in and see what was more important, life or football,” he 
continues. “That was probably my low point. The fact 
that I was realizing that I didn’t want to do this anymore 
was tearing me up inside. I had to really sit down and 
focus, and say to myself, ‘Derek this isn’t worth it.’ It was 
killing me to do this, but it was something I had to do.”
 Many football players don’t like to think or 
talk about injuries. Hrinya said that his teammates 
acknowledged Everett’s accident, but didn’t talk about it 
too much. He said it was in part because thinking about 
injury hurts a player’s confidence.
 Davis agreed. He didn’t even feel comfortable 
about talking about injuries because he was afraid he 
would jinx himself. He adamantly felt that football 
players cannot think about injury if they are going to 
play the game well.
 “You just got to play the game hard. If you’re 
not playing the game hard, then you shouldn’t be on the 
field, Davis said. “And I think a lot of guys feel like that. 

You play timid, you’re gonna get hurt.”
 Hrinya admits that he is not as aggressive on 
the field now as he was last year. He said he isn’t “tip 
toeing” on the field in order to avoid in jury, he’s just 
playing smarter now. For example, last year he would 
take the air out of his helmet so it was more comfortable 
to wear. The air is put there as an added cushion against 
any blows. Now, he makes sure his helmet has a lot of air 
in it.
 Due to his injuries, Hrinya has changed his 
priorities regarding football. He said he now makes 
academics a top priority because he knows he won’t 
go pro. He said he wants to live a long life and playing 
football the way he did leads to too many serious 
injuries.
 “Anybody that plays a sport where there’s a risk 
of you hurting yourself pretty badly … just be careful,” 
he said. “Realize that it is just a game and that your life is 
a lot more important than a game.”
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The view of downtown Syracuse provided 
an appropriate backdrop for the opening 
ceremonies of Hispanic Heritage Month 
as students and community members 
came together to celebrate with a mix of 
speeches, music, dancing, and food. 
 The ceremonies took place on 
the ninth floor of Weiskotten Hall on the 
SUNY Upstate Medical University cam-
pus, officially declaring the time between 
Sept. 15 and Oct. 15 as Hispanic Heritage 
Month. 
 The month, which is a nationally 
recognized cultural celebration, honors 
the traditions, experiences, and contribu-
tions of Americans who trace their roots 
back to Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean, 
and the countries of South and Central 
America, according to a proclamation 
from Syracuse Mayor Matthew Driscoll. 
“This is indeed a very special time for us 
to celebrate our culture,” says Dr. David 
Smith, the president of SUNY Upstate. 
The strength of this region comes from 
its people, he says. “What we are really 
celebrating today is in fact people.” 
 Any student walking through the 
Schine Student Center atrium in the next 
three weeks will be able to see some of the 
people Dr. Smith refers to. The student 

group La LUCHA (Latino Undergrads 
Creating History in America) selected 
important figures from Hispanic coun-
tries, or Americans of Hispanic descent, 
and hung their pictures and a short biog-
raphy in the atrium. 
 “We picked who was important 
to the students who were doing this,” says 
Kirssy Gonzalez, the co-education chair 

for La LUCHA. These people represent so 
many things and come from twenty dif-
ferent countries, she says. 
 The students selected a wide 
range of people. Some are faces that any 
college student would recognize like the 
Cuban revolutionary Che Guevera, but 
others are lesser known, such as Dolores 
“Lolita” Lebron Sotomayor, an advocate 
for Puerto Rican independence. 
 The biographies are designed 
to make people think, Gonzalez says. “I 
want people to think, `Why do we need 
to have a month?’” 
 Gonzalez’s answer to her own 
question: People think Latino culture is 
a homogenous thing. But there are differ-
ent languages and different races. “I want 
people to see that and understand,” she 
says. 
 To help foster that understand-
ing, the Office of Multicultural Affairs 
planned events to bring together the 
Latino community in celebration of its 
culture. The first of these events, a semi-
formal dinner and dance, took place Sat-
urday night. 
 La Fiesta Latina turned Goldstein 
Auditorium into a celebration of His-
panic culture. Each table had the name 

of a different Hispanic city. Guests found 
their seats by searching for the table with 
the city that matched their ticket. Flags 
from each of the Hispanic countries lined 
the balcony of the auditorium. A wooden 
dance floor stood in front of the stage and 
a mariachi band wandered around enter-
taining diners while they ate. 
 “I have been away from my cul-
ture for three weeks,” Denisse Delgadillo 
says referring to the first three weeks of 
her freshman year. “I miss being around 
my culture. I am very proud to be His-
panic right now.” 
 “It’s nice to feel like you are at 
home, even when you are away from 
home,” says senior Awilda Jimenez. “It’s a 
chance to bring people, not just from the 
Latino community, together to explore 
and learn about our culture.” 
 The mix between celebration and 
education was something planners were 
hoping to achieve with the semi-formal. 
“It’s something I want people to enjoy, 
but learn from at the same time,” Gonza-
lez says. 
 This was the third year La Fiesta 
Latina was included in Syracuse Univer-
sity’s Hispanic Heritage month, and the 
fourth year the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs sponsored events to commemo-
rate the month, according to Jossette 
Otero, the coordinator of budgets and 
multicultural relations for the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs. Before the office got 
involved, student groups planned smaller 
events. 
 This year, the Office of Multicul-
tural Affairs worked to combine the uni-
versity’s celebrations with events happen-
ing in the Syracuse community at large. 
A committee worked with community 
members to come up with one cohesive 
calendar, Otero says. 
 The calendar includes events 
happening at Syracuse University, Onon-
daga Community College, and in various 
parts of the Syracuse community. 
 President Lyndon B. Johnson 
proclaimed National Hispanic Heritage 
Week in 1968. This was expanded to an 
entire month in 1988. According to the 
United States Census Bureau, September 
15 was selected as the first day of Nation-
al Hispanic Heritage Month because five 
Latin American countries: Costa Rica; 
El Salvador; Guatemala; Honduras; and 
Nicaragua, celebrate the anniversaries of 
their independence on that day.

SU Kicks off Hispanic Heritage Month
 By Kris Wasik

Photos by Rachel Fus



TEN COMMANDMENTS OF FRESHMAN YEAR 7
By Carrie Schmelkin

X
You shall not covet your roommate’s 
boyfriend; you shall not covet your 
classmate’s homework assignment; you 
shall not covet the luxurious Watson 
four-person suite, nor anything that you 
are not yet entitled to. 

IX
You shall not bear false witness to who 
you really were in high school. Wearing 
designer clothing, talking with a fake 
Long Island accent, and pretending that 
you were the captain of your varsity 
basketball team will not hide the fact for 
long that you were indeed the captain of 
the varsity chess team).

VIIIYou shall not attempt to get into Chuck’s with your 
poor fake ID that does not scan or black light. Stick 
to Maggie’s for now; avoid utter humiliation by being 
removed by a bouncer.

VIIYou shall not commit “floorcest.” Sure the boy down the 
hall looks really sexy with nothing but a towel around 
his waist, but will things still be so hot when you hook-
up, then break-up, then have to see each other in your 
retainers and bedhead every day after?

VIYou shall not hook up with more than 
two boys in any fraternity house. Unless, 
of course, you enjoy taunting and 
potentially blacklisting.

V
Honor your upperclassmen. Yes all the 
junior boys will want to hook up with 
you, senior boys will hunt you down 
to get you into their fraternity, and the 
senior girls will think you nothing more 
than dirty sluts but, nonetheless, respect 
seniority. You are not as big a deal as you 
think you are)

IVRemember thirsty Thursday, to keep it 
holy. You are not in high school anymore. 
Big drinking nights equal Tuesdays and 
Thursdays—plan accordingly. 

IIIYou shall not talk trash or take any 
upperclassman’s name in vain. You 
never know who that person is and 
what connections they hold to Greek 
life, student organizations, or athletic 
teams.

As much as it is my obligatory right as an upperclassmen to drive 
around on a Saturday night yelling “Freshmen!” at the hordes 
of underclassmen wandering the streets, I cannot help but feel 
nostalgic for those coveted first weeks of freshman year. Yet, I also 
cannot help but feel that it is my duty, as a wise junior, to impart my 
words of wisdom on these fresh faces. So freshmen, consider these 
10 commandments that I place in front of you and revere them as I 
assure you there is much to learn.

II
You shall not spend every night talking endlessly 
on your phone with your significant other who is 
miles away at another college. Yes, high school 
relationships are precious. Yes, you think you will 
be the one couple who can handle long distance. 
But, no you won’t. Even high school couples who 
make it to the December break never make it 
pass spring break.

I
You shall enjoy every second of your 
freshmen year. Never again will you have 
another year where everyone is dying to 
become best friends, you can hook up with 
any age student and your workload is still the 
bare minimum. Your four years will speed by; 
make sure you stay sober for long enough to 
remember them. 

Illustration by: Nicole Troillet



SUMMER ABROAD8
Jeff Licata, an alumni of Syracuse University, prepares 
a studio fashion photography presentation for the 
summer fashion photography abroad class.

A model 
poses in ivy 
in a garden 
in the old 
quarter of 
Prague.

Katie Dalyrmple and Jen 
Browning pose with a guard 
outside of the palace in Prague.



EUROPEAN FASHION 9

One of the students of the 
class, Jen Browning, poses 
near Hammersmith Bridge 
in London.

Nightfall at the 
charles bridge

Photos by Lindsay Adler

Lindsay Adler poses 
with her model, 
Marqueta, in a side 
street in Prague.
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VMA opening closes Britney’s career

Ten years ago she was a virginal 
all-American pop star on the brink of 
stardom. Now, she’s a neglectful mom 
of two with an aversion to underwear. 
The question: How exactly did Britney 
Spears transform herself from teen queen 
to queen of the trailer park?

In 1998, the smash hit “Baby 
One More Time” skyrocketed Spears to 
fame and resulted in the explosion of 
bubblegum pop music. Spears personified 
the classic girl-next-door – blonde, pretty, 
and harmless. And even though she 
danced her way to fame in nothing more 
than a Catholic schoolgirl uniform, she 
symbolized purity and wholesomeness. 
Songs like “Sometimes” and “Born to 
Make You Happy” solidified Spears’s 
status as a teen idol, the role-model of 
young girls, and the fantasy of young 
boys.  She soon became even more 
famous for dating Justin Timberlake and 
declaring her decision to remain a virgin 
until marriage.

“I want to wait to have sex until 
I’m married.” Spears said, according to 
The Internet Movie Database (IMDb). 
“I do. I want to wait, but it’s hard. I just 

want to live my life.”
But the Spears of 2007 is about 

as far from her past self as one can get. 
Instead of vowing, “I Will Still Love 
You,” Spears is now more likely to smash 
your car with an umbrella. Or, if she’s 
feeling even more daring, she may be up 
for a spur-of-the-moment wedding, like 
the one she had with her childhood best 
friend Jason Alexander in January 2004 
at The Little White Wedding Chapel in 
Las Vegas.

Today, the name Britney Spears 
is a punch line. It is hard not to ridicule 
someone who shows such a lack of 
judgment in every aspect of life. If she 
is not drunkenly shaving her head, she is 
passing out in a bar on New Year’s Eve. 
If she is not driving a car with her infant 
son in her lap, she is doing a 24-hour stint 
in rehab.

Back in 2000, Spears wrote a 
book with her mother Lynne Spears. 
Now, not only will Spears not speak to 
her mother, but she has even gone so far 
as to serve Lynne with legal papers to 
stay away from her children. Now, who 
will be there to give Spears a lecture on 
the importance of wearing shoes in gas 
station bathrooms? 

Recently, Spears has made a 

Former teen star delivers lackluster performance in return
By Brandon Miller

Illustration by: Rachelle Boyd

JUDD APATOW: GEEK GOD
Anchorman director hits 
summer jackpot twice 

It’s hard to believe this awkwardly likeable, 
Aladdin-vest-wearing Hawaiian organ donor was just a 
character sitting on the pages of a buried manuscript for 
years before hitting the big screen.  

Judd Apatow, writer-director of Knocked Up 
and The 40-Year-Old-Virgin, recently brought McLovin 
to life as the producer of the box office blowout “R” rated 
comedy, Superbad.  Featuring high school obscenity and 
a B-list cast, high hopes for a big debut were lacking.  
But, according to an article from USA Today, Superbad 
surpassed the most optimistic projections by $5 million, 
topping the box office with $31.2 million during opening 
weekend.  

There’s no denying that Superbad is raunchy; the 
main character Seth admits and vividly recalls suffering 
from a genital drawing disease that only 8 percent 
of kids have.  Dirty jokes can only go so far, however.  
Interweaved with profane and awkward humor is an 
underlying realistic love story about two friends quietly 

distressed over separation anxiety as they head off to 
different colleges (and, of course, there’s a window in on 
their desperate attempts at hooking up with the girls of 
their dreams).  

So what sets Superbad apart from any other 
coming-of-age teen movie?  It is honest.  Seth Rogen 
(of Knocked Up) wrote the movie during the alienating, 
uncomfortable and strange high school years.  The truth 
is hilariously confrontational and captures the essence 
of what it is like to be an outsider.  Though Rogen wrote 
Superbad, Apatow’s influence is undeniable.  Apatow 
takes the realistic clumsiness of relationships and roots 
for the underdog.  

Apatow’s success in capturing the imperfect 
human condition comes from his own life experiences.  
Though he maintains that his films are fictionalized, 
several laughable scenarios are right out of Apatow’s 
personal life.  The writer-director cast his own family 
members in Knocked Up to achieve an authentic yet 
dysfunctional family.  According to a review in the 
New York Times, Apatow’s wife urged him to include a 
scene on how paranoid he was about having sex during 
pregnancy.  In Knocked Up, this situation translated to 
a scene where Ben panicked while getting intimate with 

Allison; he didn’t want to “poke” the baby.  
Since Apatow’s crude honesty is universal, 

his films are realistic and relatable for his audience.  
According to an article from USA Today, Apatow admits 
“Most of my life is R-rated. I’m just glad it’s working for 
people so I can keep making filthy little films.”

It was not always working for people, however.  
The writer-director struggled his way to the top.  In 
television, Apatow was cursed with cancellations; 
adolescent and college aged sitcoms “Freaks and Geeks” 
(1999) and “Undeclared” (2001) flopped in just one 
season.   It was not until 2004 that Apatow found noted 
success by producing the hit comedy Anchorman: the 
Legend of Ron Burgundy.  From there, it was smooth 
sailing to the 2005 release of The 40-Year-Old Virgin, a 
story exemplifying the triumph of the honorable man 
who holds out for love.  Although Apatow’s obscene 
humor is regularly noted in his films, he wants the 
world to root for the underdog.  We’ll see what kind of 
underdog Apatow has in the works for another strike of 
geek genius in 2008.

Until then, Apatow’s blend of sincerity, 
awkwardness and penis jokes seems to be a formula for 
success.        

bid for a comeback. Her single “Gimme 
More” received tons of airplay and is 
one of the most requested songs on New 
York’s Z100. Spears also performed at 
the MTV Video Music Awards on Sept.   
9. Yet, Spears’ VMA performances 
with Madonna and a python are now 
just wonderful memories of the past. 
This year, looking drugged and/or tired, 
Spears took the stage in a tiny bra and 
a truly horrendous weave. As she lazily 
danced around the stage, she managed 
to successfully lip-synched the words 
to her song – just not in unison with the 
music. And, since a bra-and-panties set 
probably isn’t a good costume choice 
unless you’re Heidi Klum, Spears looked 
about 20 pounds too heavy. 

The debate is still out as to 
whether Spears can make her comeback. 
Her new CD is set to drop on Nov. 13 
and, according to Entertainment Weekly, 
the lyrics aren’t half bad.  Yet, a recent 
poll posted on In Touch Weekly Online 
showed 67 percent of people saying they 
will not buy Britney’s new album. That’s 
a far cry from the Britney Spears of 
yesteryear, the one who sold 1,319,193 
copies of her second album in one week. 
Oh, how the pop star has fallen.

By Kara Wisenburn
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Bellamy and Bodden 
share the stage for the 
first time in 12 years

 There is the type 
of comedy that ensues 
when someone falls 
down The Mount steps 
or proclaims they are a 
BJ major. Then, there is 
classic standup comedy, 
which University Union 
brought to the Goldstein 
Center this past Thurs-
day night.
 Julie Knapp, 
co-director of comedy 
for UU, says UU tries 
to bring in one big name and one up-
and-coming performer per semester. 
After watching NBC’s “Last Comic 
Standing,” Knapp says she and her 
co-director wanted Season 3 winner 
Alonzo Bodden along with actor/
comedian/host of Platinum Comedy 
Series Bill Bellamy. So on Sept. 13, 
the two comedians took the floor of 
Goldstein auditorium, and by the end 
they had audience members rolling 
on it.
 Bodden opened the show with 
a stab at SU football saying that the 
football motto is, “Thank God for 
basketball.” Keeping in the spirit of 
orange, Bodden wore an orange shirt, 
which then sparked a three minute ar-
gument with a woman in the front row 
who insisted it was yellow. After spot-
ting a boy in the front row wearing or-
ange Crocs, Bodden commented, “…
that’s when you know you don’t give 
a shit anymore.”
 Bodden once opened for Bel-
lamy 12 years ago, so he couldn’t 
help reminiscing about how weird it 
was now that things have come full 
circle. 
 He explained, “Back then 
Bellamy was doing MTV so he was 

already a name the ladies loved. So, 
I’m out with a whole crowd of wom-
en screaming to meet Bill, and I’m 
the opening act—I’m the guy in the 
way.” 
 Bellamy took the stage next 
with a performance that was both 
highly polished and highly hysterical. 
He covered the white kid’s obsession 
with flip-flops, 50 Cent, ridiculously 
expensive college textbooks, cram-
ming, Oprah, and a whole lot of sex. 
 A marketing and economics 
major, Bellamy got his first job as a 
regional marketing manager at Leg-
get Meyers tobacco. “I was devising 
ways for you guys to smoke, and I 
didn’t even smoke,” said Bellamy. “I 
was miserable working because all I 
thought about was getting to do com-
edy. I’ve never had a job since.”
 Despite memorable perfor-
mances in “How to be a Player” 
and “Any Given Sunday” (where he 
played an NFL wide receiver), Bel-
lamy says he enjoys his time on “Last 
Comic Standing” because most of the 
comics know each other and form 
“their own little team of funny peo-
ple.” For one night Bellamy and Bod-
den brought that team to the SU, and 
it was refreshing to watch a winning 
squad. 

I was miserable working 
because all I thought about 
was getting to do comedy. 
I’ve never had a job since.

“ “
-Bill Bellamy

 Various student organizations 
had the opportunity to ask questions to 
comedian Alonzo Bodden following his 
performance. As a hopeful journalist, I 
had thought about the types of people who 
would be difficult to interview — talking to 
an athlete after a career-ending injury or a 
politician enveloped in a nasty sex scandal, 
or a professional mime for instance. It never 
crossed my mind that a comedian would fall 
into that category, but when interviewing 
Bodden I made one crucial mistake. I told 
Bodden I was a freshman. 
 Bodden looked me straight in the 
eye and said, “Watch out for the seniors. 
They’re lying. Whatever they say. They’re ly-
ing.” 
 When asked how he started his co-
medic career, Bodden replied, “It started in 
prison, actually. I shot four guys…” In reali-
ty Bodden was an airplane mechanic turned 
mechanics teacher who found he had more 
fun entertaining the kids than teaching. 
Since then, he has worked in the comedy 
industry for 15 years.
 To become a comic, “you perform 
anywhere you can go…because stage time 
is the only way you can bet getter at it,” 
he says. In recalling his first performance, 
Bodden says, “I was terrified I would bomb. 
But, actually it was the opposite. I killed on 

my first set and then it was like a drug I was 
hooked on.” 
 Bodden has performed all 
over but says his favorite audience is the 
military. “They’re the most appreciative 
audience you could ever get, but you realize 
that their job is 1000 times harder than 
yours,” he says. 
 When I asked if Syracuse was his 
first college performance Bodden said, 
“What’d you think I am a newbie, newbie?” 
He did a show at UMass just last week.
 Bodden’s career jumpstarted with 
his appearances on NBC’s “Last Comic 
Standing: Season 2” and then “Last Comic 
Standing: Season 3” for which he won the 
title. This past season he appeared as a 
judge or “talent scout”.
 As for the future, Bodden says 
we can expect some film, some TV, and a 
whole lot of comedy. He says his greatest 
aspiration is to have Chris Rock’s job, but 
Bodden realizes to do that, “you have to try 
to move up on the food chain.” 
 Moving up the food chain, eh? I 
guess that’s what this first interview was 
like for me, putting myself out there in a 
new experience, hoping to improve and 
aspiring to experience more. During the 
after-show reception Bodden called me 
over and signed a photo of himself. It read: 
“Newbie—ask more questions.” Consider it 
a lesson learned for someone starting out 
on the food chain. 

Bodden offers wisdom of 15-year career

By Julia Terruso

Illustration by: Nishan Patel

By Julia Terruso
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 I love people from all over the world. I truly 
think it’s an amazing thing that students come from all 
over to study in the United States. These foreign stu-
dents are great assets to the universities at which they 
take classes, and they often teach us wonderful things 
about different cultures around the world.
 My only problem: I’m not one. I’m from Can-
ada, and quite frankly, calling a Canadian student “for-
eign” is like calling Paris Hilton a positive role model; it 
just doesn’t work.
 I arrived in Syracuse in mid-July and ever since, 
I’ve had to jump through countless hoops, attend mul-
tiple seminars, and fill in about 75 tons of paperwork. 
And this is just the beginning.
 Canadian students aren’t allowed to do intern-
ships here until we’ve been in the country for a year. We 
can’t work off-campus. I’m surprised they even let us 
drive. Essentially, in the eyes of the United States gov-
ernment and the university, I’m completely “foreign.”
 And yet I live three hours away. While most of 
my friends have to travel ten or more hours to get home 
– to South Carolina, Kentucky or even California – I’m 
a simple day-trip from Ottawa. My life is being ruled by 
an imaginary line in the ground.
 I understand certain rules, and I understand 
that I’m not an American, but let’s face it: Canada is ba-
sically your little brother. We get all your entertainment, 
all your products, and all your media. I think it’s pretty 
fair to say that there is as much in common between 
someone from Ontario and New York State as there is 
between someone from Alabama and Vermont.  
  International seminars here don’t really seem 

geared towards my kind, anyway. At the opening semi-
nar, I learned where Syracuse was on a map – really en-
lightening, considering we’ve been coming here twice 
yearly since I was eight. That’s 15 years for anyone doing 
the math. 
 I was also told that people make eye contact 
with you in America and to not be scared if they re-
frained from such a practice with me because I’m “dif-
ferent.” Again – useful. I wouldn’t want anyone to look 
at me the wrong way because of my dog sled covered in 
maple leafs and bag full of hockey sticks.
 At the employment seminar, I was told to call 
in sick for work when I’m not going to show up because 
I’m – you guessed it – sick. Apparently, this is a large 
problem with international students because their cul-
tures differ in this practice. 
 My point is not that these seminars are futile, 
because they are not. They are extremely important for 
people from overseas and can save them much confu-
sion and complication. For me, though, they’re a com-
plete waste of my time. And free time is not something 
that I have in excess.
 I spent my summer in class from 9-5 daily. Did I 
really need to be running around on my lunch hours for 
the entire first week? I was going from the health center, 
where I had to prove that I didn’t have tuberculosis, to 
the international building, where I made about six trips 
waiting for my health forms to be completed. 
 You’d think that this could all be avoided under 
NAFTA. There’s even a special one-year VISA available 
for Canadian workers in the U.S. And yet, the fact that 
I’m paying arm and leg to go to school here apparently 

doesn’t entitle me to any sort of access to the area I’m 
studying in.
 I’m not asking for an easy way to become an 
American. All I want to do is be able to work off-cam-
pus, apply for internships, and just generally feel like I 
belong here in the slightest. I mean, don’t you think it’s 
at all weird that I needed a seminar and a stamp just to 
cross the border after a visit home when any Canadian 
can casually come here on a whim with nothing more 
than a license and a pair of pants? 
 I am international. But there needs to be some 
sort of marker in place for students from Canada. Res-
idents of the European Union can freely travel to and 
work in any nation of that community. Granted Cana-
da and the U.S. don’t share a currency, but neither do 
Britain and the rest of the EU. Besides, I think we have 
enough economic overlap between our countries that it’s 
not unreasonable to ask for the privilege of working in 
the state where I’m spending 36 thousand dollars on one 
year’s tuition. I just want the opportunities that I should 
be able to get from my education at Syracuse University. 
I hope someone’s listening. But again, I may have to fill 
out a form before I can be taken seriously.

 As I sat in the depths of Newhouse all summer 
long, my mind wandered.  I longed to be at the beach 
with my friends, or to be a part of the vacation my fam-
ily was on.  I daydreamed and couldn’t wait to go home.  
Home?  Oh, that’s right, I’m not in Niagara Falls any-
more.  Comparable to Dorothy in Kansas, Newhouse 
boot camp just made me want to pack up and leave this 
place as quickly as I had come.
 But, now it’s the fall semester, and I’ve realized 
that Syracuse University isn’t going to force me into an 
early grave.  Well, let’s hope not.  It’s just a new begin-
ning.  I may sound like a freshman- anxious and vulner-
able to the long-awaited college life.  However, I am a 
graduate student, studying at the S.I. Newhouse School 
of Public Communications.  My magazine, newspaper 
and online journalism major has brought me here, but I 
don’t quite feel at home.
 For as long as I can remember, I have always 
dreamt of being a writer.  My acceptance letter to the 
Newhouse graduate program put me one step closer to 
fulfilling that dream, but it was a surreal moment.  I am 
now among the best of the best, but the red pen I see day 

-in and day-out sometimes makes me wonder what I’m 
doing here.  I hope as I’m writing this, I’m not the only 
grad student who feels this way.
 Beyond the walls of the Newhouse labs, I’m still 
somewhat unfamiliar with many buildings that sur-
round the student body day after day.  I know where to 
eat, where to fit in a good workout, and where to spend 
some money, but the campus is still foreign to me.  The 
construction sites are a sign that SU is growing, thriving 
to make education better for each student enrolled here.  
In my situation though, it’s a get-in, get-out mentality 
that is not always campus friendly.  I now have less than 
one year to walk across the stage, yet again.  
 We grad students sit in three-hour lectures, 
bury ourselves in library research, conduct a few inter-
views, and the day is done.  Even as one of the younger 
ones here, the comfort of unwinding on the weekend or 
taking a nap is more appealing than ever before. 
 While walking around the massive campus that 
I’m trying to become accustomed to, I hear things.  I 
hear things that I took for granted in my four years as 
an undergraduate at Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y.  I 
hear conversations about what happened last night, talk 
about the big party after the game this weekend, who’s 
dating who, and so on.  
 Hindsight is truly 20/20 and now as a grad stu-
dent, it’s genuinely hard to feel connected at a place that 
succeeds my educational home of four years.

 Don’t get me wrong, I wear orange and try my 
best to get back in one piece after a night downtown, but 
to all of you undergrads: it flies by!  Don’t wish these few 
years of your college experience away.  Before you know 
it, you’ll be enrolling at an institution for a higher level 
of education, or getting a real job.  Dreadfully, you will 
have to be what they call a responsible adult.
 OK, so being a graduate student isn’t all sweat 
and tears, but focusing on a future that is right around 
the corner makes it hard to connect to the campus com-
munity.  Paying for a more focused program quickly 
puts things into perspective…this is what I want to do 
with my life.
 Take advantage of those offers your professors 
give you to come and see them during office hours.  Keep 
the business card the guest speaker hands out after his 
or her lecture.  It’s so important to realize that once the 
party’s over, life will quickly knock at your door.  More 
than likely, you’ll be facing new and exciting challenges 
without a hand to hold.
 My opinion may have turned into advice, but in 
all reality, one year at a school like SU cannot compare 
to the bonds you undergrads will form in four years.  
 I’m not asking for an invitation to a fraternity 
party, or sympathy as I write and re-write papers all 
week long, I just want to be more a part of Syracuse, my 
home for just one year.

by Brandon Miller

The Disconnected Point of View

by Heidi Maines

As Canadian As Apple Pie
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Republicans: The Underdogs. 
As corruption, scandal and bumbling, dimwitted re-
marks continue to pour out of the White House, Re-
publicans face an uphill battle in 2008. It won’t be easy 
to win back the fans in the aftermath of a political 
loosing streak. To make matters worse, their top draft 
picks read more like the roster for a sitcom destined 
to fail, than a list of presidential hopefuls. Lacking in 
credentials, brains, personality (or more commonly, 
all three) it seems more and more likely that the smart 
money will be on the other team. 

Rudy Giuliani: The Puppet
The former New York City mayor gained popularity 
for dealing with the tragedy of September 11th in the 
big apple, but does this “right place, right time” fame 
translate into quality presidential leadership? This 
moderate Republican might swing left on some so-
cial issues, but when it comes down to the nitty-gritty, 
Giuliani stands by his team. As a staunch supporter 
of Bush’s tax cuts, the war in Iraq and privatization of 
social security, Giuliani is just as determined to screw 
the nation over as the next “moderate” Republican. 
A crowd-pleaser, Giuliani seems more like a puppet 
basking in his own popularity, than a legitimate player. 
As Chris Rock once said, “[Giuliani] is kind of like 
a pit bull - great when you have a burglar but if you 
don’t, he just might eat your kids.” 

Fred Thompson: the Actor
After leaving the political game in 2002 to join the cast 
of Law and Order - many Americans are scratching 
their heads and wondering why in world this conser-
vative from Alabama is 2nd in the polls only to Rudy 
Giuliani. Other Americans are scratching something 
else and chanting “Thompson for President” - perhaps 
with the same fervor and enthusiasm they did for the 
current president just 3 years ago. Having served only 
two full terms in the Senate, Thompson is the wild card 
that the creators of Law and Order might fear losing.
 
John McCain: the Geezer 
John McCain gained popularity during the 2000 presi-
dential election when he competed with ol’ Georgie 
Porgie for the Republican nomination. Back then, 
McCain campaigned as a more moderate Republican, 
pushing for environmental protection and finance re-
form. But apparently these progressive ideas did not 
accessorize his newfound wrinkles and turkey gobble. 
McCain has flipped to a much more conservative im-
age for his run in 2008 - but at his age it will really be 
more of a slow hobble. 

Democrats: The Favorites
As the downfalls of George “double-ya” Bush are final-
ly coming to light, Democrats every where are biting 
their lips – holding back the “I told you so”’s that are 
surely justified. But with a diverse, inspirational and 
well qualified line-up in the making for 2008, the po-
litical left has no need to gloat. 

Hillary Clinton: The Veteran 
With over 40 years of political experience, this tight-
fisted Senator from New York doesn’t take any crap. 
Shooting down chauvinistic pessimism with idealistic 
pragmatism, Hillary is surprisingly moderate and re-
freshingly level-headed. Whether you love the pantsuit 
or not, the former first lady knows what she’s doing 
on the field and has both the drive- and the brains, to 
do what needs to be done. As one Syracuse University 
student said, “She’s sure got her sh** together.” 

Barack Obama: The Innovator 
A favorite among America’s usually politically apa-
thetic youth, Obama’s campaign is fueled by a need for 
change not only on the field but in the rule books as 
well. Calling for a move beyond partisan politics and 
money-driven campaign promises, Obama inspired 
millions with his speech as the Democratic National 
Convention keynote speaker in 2004. If you’re look-
ing to renew your love of the game, just watch as this 
idealist from Illinois brings crowds to their feet- and 
leaves sweaty-browed Republicans flipping through 
their playbooks.

John Edwards: The Cry-Baby 
The former senator and Presidential running-mate 
(with Kerry in 2004) can’t seem to catch a break - just 
ask him. Whiny John Edwards might have political 
gusto, charisma and looks to boot, but all of these 
qualities are hidden under a blanket of complaints. 
With that said, Edwards still manages to bring some 
fantastic political plays to the table.

So that’s it – the top candidates for the Republican and 
Democratic presidential nomination thus far. The po-
litical underdogs might come back strengthened after 
such a catastrophic season – or maybe they’ll just get 
sacked.

Top Presidential Draft 
Picks for 2008

by Lily Galvin
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(Let me preface this by saying I’m about to make one of those deep, over-simplified, philosophical statements 
about life. I won’t make a habit of it, but this is the first issue. Have to start out with a bang, you know?)

Life is all about perspective.

I decided I’m done with stressing out about the class readings I didn’t do, the articles that didn’t get turned in 
for this week’s issue or even the jobless, home-living future awaiting me in May. I took a moment to stop and 
breathe at the advice of a friend this weekend and I saw there are clearly more important things in life. 

After seeing what happened with Buffalo Bills tight end Kevin Everett, ask any athlete if his or her future 
and his or her health are more important than some game regardless of the glory and fame associated. After 
watching all the class of 2011 and 2012 settle in to SU, ask any upperclassman if his or her first-year experi-
ence (either as a graduate or undergraduate) was infinitely more important than his or her first-year GPA. 
Heck, after watching the VMAs (and, yes, I watched the VMAs), ask any former female pop stars if paying at-
tention to your family is more important than paying attention to some excessively harsh criticism. 

Whatever obstacles are frustrating you at the moment, stop. Realize you’ll survive, life goes on and there are 
bigger challenges that deserve our attention. Inequality still exists so we have to work together toward ad-
dressing it (insert quick plug for the “Identities” section here). Time isn’t waiting for us so we need to make 
time for friends and family.  We can’t change the past, so be proactive and not reactive.

So if you’re reading this right now, ask yourself: “Am I keeping things in perspective?” Maybe he/she didn’t 
call back last night and maybe your roommate finished off the milk, but there are better things to worry 
about…one of those being reading the rest of what’s inside Issue One. 

Nate Mattise
Editor-in-Chief


